Key Considerations When Selecting a Graduate Program in Psychology
Accreditation

e Choose programs accredited by recognized bodies (e.g., APA for clinical
psychology).

e Accreditation ensures quality education and eligibility for licensure.
Career and Employment Options

o Research career paths linked to the program (clinical, counseling, research,
academia).

e Checkjob market trends and demand for your specialization.
e Consider whether the program offers strong job placement support.
Program Fit
e Location: Cost of living, proximity to family, and lifestyle preferences.
¢ Faculty: Review faculty research interests and mentorship opportunities.
o Research Opportunities: Labs, grants, and projects aligned with your goals.
e Program Culture: Cohort size, diversity, and support systems.
Financial Considerations
e Compare tuition and fees across programs.
e Look for assistantships (teaching/research) and stipends.
¢ Explore scholarships, grants, and loan options early.
¢ Understand long-term debt implications.
Program Structure and Requirements
¢ Length of program and time to degree.
e Internship or practicum requirements.

e Licensure preparation and pass rates.



